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Represerrtative Reese Intnter
4577 Wellirqton Street
salt f-ake ciw, [n 84].17

Dear Mr. Hurter: '

Thts is in response to ycur letter of Dccsrber 12 in \.ihlch ycu
asked for my cpjnion concerrli-rg utrether urder Article V of tJre United
States Corrsi,itution, a constitutlonal convention called to con'sider a
partictrlar issue cc^rld be litnited either trfr congressional dire*;tlve or
ot}enise to that si-ngIe issue.

The only safe statenrerrt that, could be nade orr this s,rbject is tlrat'
no one ]axcrili, krut the only relevant precedent \{otd.d irdicate t}rat t,he
corrvention ccnrld rrot be so lirnited. Anyone who puaorLe to elpress a
definitive visr on this subject, ls either deluded or deludirg. 4s a
t€sult, in deterrninJrg the- steps yctt sfrculd tale as a responslble
represantative of the people of Utah^, yctl anl oser nenberE o! t$e
legistat:re should realizatlat ttre risks are verlr rgal .that-(U i*t
as happened ln L787, t}r€ cornrentton ndght rot ln fact IiJIrit itself its
instnrcted by Corgrress ard 

'(2) 
tlre convention'g forays into areas

forlcidden thsn by Corqrass nri$rt enrenhnlly be upheld.

In shrort, if thre qr:estlon is vftrether a l:unaway converrtlon ls
assured, the ans$er ls ro, but if tie qrrestion ls whcther it ls a reaI
and, serl-orr pm,silility, tlre ansrper is yes, Irr cyr historY we have had
only one erry.rierrce wittr a constitrrtional conventlon, ard vJhlle the erd
resrrtt was iooa, the conventlon itself r*as defiiritely a runaway.

I hope thls is helpflrl to YCf,i.
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si:rerely,

RnL: jn


